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At the word "copper," I thought I detected a flicker
of the Hebraic eyelid: at the word "silver," it quickly
lifted, and when I came to "gold," both eyes were wide
open and sparkling. He drew a deep breath and said:
"My! that's fine! We must have that on Broadway!"
May I, in passing, utter a word of warning to dramatic
authors not to read their plays to the company who are to
perform them ? The occasions when it is not fatal are so
rare, that they may be cancelled out. The agony of
trying to keep awake is a cruel torture to submit any
human being to. Even the dancing intelligence of
Gerald du Maurier was lulled to repose at the reading
of Cynara^ in which he played so memorably. When
Stephen Phillips read his version of The Bride of
Lammermoor to us the only soul awake at the conclusion
was my wife, who had kicked her shins black and blue
to keep^from dozing. When the Hon. Sybil Amherst read
the version which she and Dr. Wheeler had made of
HoffmanstahFs Jedermann, my company were beginning
to drop off till I had to finish the reading myself on the
plea that she was so obviously tiring herself. The fact
is that very few authors can get into the reading of a
play that characterisation which the actor is waiting for,
and which is his job to express and not the author's,
hence their interest is bound to decline.
After 'Ally however, was not taken to America. My
managers considered that we had enough with The Only
Way, A Cigarette Maker's Romance and The Children
of Kings.